Memovandum .. Yndevstanding

BETWEEN THE

(British Columbia’s Girst (Nations elegated Agencies
Known collectively as the First Nations Directors Forum
AND

the (Representative for Children and Youth, for (British Columbia

Principles  The following principles guide the implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding berween the rwo parties.

+  The safery and well-being of Firse Narions children is cthe paramount considerarion underlying this Memorandum of Understs

+  The United Narions Convention on the Righrs of the Child (UNCRC), and the United Nations Declar
(UNDRIP), are living documents for boch parties.

ding.

ation on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

+  Both pacries agree thac First Nartions children and youth have a fundamental righe to their culture, language, community, along with maintaining
their family connecrions.

« The Director, under the Child, I'hmily and Conmunity Service Act (CFCSA), has ultimare authoriry for child procecrion in Bricsh Columbia.

+  Boch parties are commitred to providing culturally appropriace services to First Nations childven and families across British Columbia.

+ The Representative is committed to entering into and maineaining protocol agreements wich other First Nations agencies and service providers
for the coordinarion of services to First Narions children and cheir Families.

+  The working relationship berween the parties will be characrerized by mutual respece, truse, honesty and faivness, collaboration and a commitment
to problem solving,
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WWhereas The Paries recognize the right of Firsc Nations ro be self-decermining and self-governing,

B. The Parties recognize that First Nations possess inherent rights and responsibilities with respect to the safety and well-being of their children and
youth. These rights include a special colleceive right o transmit a unique culcural idencity and to sustain that identity including a sacred relationship
from time immemorial with cheir anceseral rerritories and their peoples.

C. The Parties acknowledge that the number of valnerable Firse Nacions children in British Columbia is a marter of provineial and national concern
thar requires iminediare, systemic and remedial arcention. They agree thar Firsce Narions children in care or cusrody must be supported in their Eamilies,
extended families, kin, ncighbmu‘lmods and communities whenever possiblc wi[houtjuopﬂrdi:ing the s:lfcty of children. They further agree thare che

successes and sn‘cngtlls of First Narions children and their families and communities must be rccogni:cd.

D. The Parties agree on the need for a respectful and ongoing relationship and dialogue on all issues relaring to the safery and well-being of all Firsc
Nations children and youth so thac they can be supported while reraining and enjoying their distiner rights and identiry as First Narions peoples.

1.0 1.1 The purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding ("MOU™) is to establish a joine dislogue and advocacy process regarding general and systemic
Purpose issues relating ro che safecy and well-being of First Narions children and youth in the care of or receiving services from First Narions delegared child
and family service agencies in Brirish Columbia, and ro:

a) recognize thar First Nations maintain jurisdiction over their children and youth;

b) recognize and support the Representative for Children and Youth as an independent ofhicer of the Legislature of British Columbia with a
starurory mandate to advocate on behalf of children and youth, to monitor programs and services and ro review and investigate crirical injurics
and deaths;
establish an open dialogue on children rights within the framework of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC);
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and

d} have open dialogue on the Unired Nations Declararion on rhe Righrs of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP).

1.2 The joint dialogue and advocacy process will focus on:

a) advocating on behalf of First Nations children and youth to ensure that they are fully supporred in their well-being and development from birch
to adulthood, including that they receive culcurally appropriare levels and rypes of service from governments and agencies of suthcient quancity
and quality ro address their needs, circumsrances and aspirations;

b

¢) advocating for the development of programs and services thar respond to che intergenerarional crauma experienced in First Nations communities;

d

supporting First Nations agencies, services providers, and peoples to be elfecrive advocares for cheir children and families:

=

advocating for the well-being of First Nations children including keeping First Nations children within First Narions communiries wherever
possible and minimizing unnecessary disruprion ro cheir lives; and

¢) other topics or issues as mucually agreed upon by the Parties.

1.3 The Direcrors of the First Nations child and family service delegated agencies, who mike up the mcmbcrship of the First Nations Directors Forum,
agree to establish protocols with the Representative for Children and Youth as per the requiremenc of the Aboriginal Operacional Standards and
Indicators: Operational Standard 19. Reporting out on outcomes for children in care of their respecrive delegared agency will be a componenr of
these protocols, and supportive of recommendation 7 (b) in the"From Loss To Learning” report requirement to report out semi-annually on the
stare of children receiving services from a Delegared Aboriginal Agency.

L4 The joine dialogue and decision-making process will be carried out chrough the Otfice of the Represencarive for Children and Youth and such leaders
sh Columbia.

of the First Nations Direcrors Forum, or through individual agencies across Bri

1.5 The process defined in this MOU is not intended to displace the obligation of the imporrant work that must continue berween the Minisery of
I

consistent communicarions, and information sharing that is fruitful ro the development of Firsr Naciens children and youth in the carc of, ar

sgated Aboriginal Agencies in British Columbia, The intent is to provide an avenue for dialogue,
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Children and Family Development and the De

receiving services from the Delegated Agencies.
2.0 2.1 This MOU shall come into effect on the date on which it is signed, and will remain in effect for a (5) five-year period from thac dare.
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6,_—[{”1‘:“, 2.2 This MOU and activities associated with it will be reviewed annually by the Parries.
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This Memorandum of Understanding is signed this _ day of December 2010, in the Province of Brirish Columbia.



